Pas 
} 


» By Martin Felsenfela | on we 

y a swe 
For 18=-plus seasons, Gene Autry said, "Th most memorable Angel Bide I 
vhad ever seen as ‘an owner was in April of 1961, when our ball elub Naor 
feated the Baltimore Oriokes by a score Geiga2e of ed ay 
Now, 18 years, th general managers, seven field managers and more thaw al e 
350 players Lakers he cen say that hic most memorable game is Septembér » 
25,1979. When the California Angels defeated the Kangas City, Royals my. 
a score of heals it ended 19 years of a long janx that Beary dates “back 
to the first pitch in 1961.6 The record for 1979 was a best-ever 88-74." ” 
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For Angel Manager Jim Fregosi, former shortstop who played on that? | 
1961-team, he said, "This is great! I've met Mr. Rls, P reat 20 sss 
ago and I was wondering if I would everpbe seeing a first-plave team of 
. own! Of course we came close a couple of times but now I'll remember 
1979 as the yee’ I led the Angels to t first. division titlew! 


i didn't really matter that the gels were, eliminated in four games by 
the Baltimore Orioles, because fromthe,day the team acquired Rod Carew 
fom Minnesota, fans kepb»pouring in aheim Stadium atea record paedkxy —~ 
299233575 fans showed up to chant "Yes, We Cant" 5, tag S ia ) 
But even teams ‘vho win division, titles have to have a létdown ‘sometime.’ 4 : 
For instance, tne Angels dropped ticir. first two games of the’ seasbn ‘to Oe 
the Seattle Mariners., } tednits first 2 ’ 
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+) t ; ifferent lineups. ¥ 
— Sy va, they> rebounded €o vet + = OD tire a2eact icemer , heS Tig e- a. i 
10“game wanning streak, to, move into first place. 


“In July, the Angels faced the New York Yankees at ‘naheim Stadium for a 
three-game series, and the Yankees needed a Sweep to stay in the East- 
ern Divsion recee ,But in the first game, Nolan Ryan missed a fifthsno- 
hitter by two outs (Reggie Jackson got. the Yankees! only hit) in a 6-1 
California victory. The Angels won the second game, 8-7 in 12 Rani nes 
after Don Baylor hit a three-run homer that touche) the foul pole in the 

_ninth inning. Game Three saw Bobby Grich beca@e the ero of the day as 
he sock2d a thrilling ninth-inning homer in & 5 win, giving the Angels 

an incredible three-geme sweep over George S einbrenner's Yankees} who J 
jn August tragicaliy lost catcher Thurman Munson in a plane accidents © y 
Ag for Baylor himself, it was a.season to ee History was made 
‘NuGNy at the end of the,1979. seasons he was the first Angel--and ‘first 
former free agent--to win the American League's Most Valuable Player ~ 
awarde Baylor, who played in every game, Mit 2296 ‘ith 36 hovers and 
a cliberecord 139 runs batted ine He also had 186 hits to fifi sh sec= 
ond behing Carney sia \, Sh who had 18867 i © 
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Lansford, as a second= player, had an outstanding sedcoh wimselt 
swith a »287 average, 19/homers and 79 RBI's, At thurd phat > ™ 
committed a grand total of seven errors and turned in ef ddubld plays. 
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ae ones t 5.1 t “he: 
*~ g@ridu, in additien to his thriller against the Yanke sg, had hi’! st 
. ~€.01 gverme, 294 patting average, 30 homers,: 101 RBI'S. ap 
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» Did isn Ford, the outfielder who came vo the Angels in a trade be 
 Winmess 7! anc was -biliadl to be a perfect replaces ent for the yate LY 
\ man xX ck, killed in’a gunshot incident, im Sep embes oF 1975s ~ Ford 
; ‘nicknamed “Disco Danidid a dance craze } mself at the Slates “he hi 
re x oo bs 4 1, © i, : 
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290 with 21 homers and 101 RBI's, and madé some unbelievable plays*in 
Li outfield. . | 
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OC: rs Brian Downing hit «326 with 12 homers and)75 RBI's, all three 
“ae fs being his best, and he led all right-handed A. Le hitters in bat- 
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other playors who had great seasons but were also huft,;,,were Willie 
oes hes Carewe Aikens hit .280 with 21 homers and 81 RBI's, but. 
in September, jp knee ‘injury caused him to miss the first playoff series 
ever registered py the Angels. - Carew, who joined the Angels two months 
prior to their firs’ game, hit +318 in 110 games, but lost a bid to win 
Wisk eighth batting title ‘when Bosto ae ae Lymn took the crown away 
from him by 15 points. In bunes a humd injury sidelined him for seven 
a aie ee S | - 
866 runs were scored by the Angels, who hit’ 282 as a team 
164 homers,, the no sty any Angel team 
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A club regord 
also a club récord, and they hi 
since’ 1961, when they hit 189. ° : ; | 


But #hey managed to win a pennant “the first “me in c..ub history 
witHout a great deal of pitehing. <An earned-run average of 4.54 was - \ 
good but, for ninth p ace im the league. Major catse of this ERA total, — 
the, tean's highest ever," was Dave La Roche. La Roche, who ‘set a tcam / 
record with 25 saves in 1978, had only 10 in 1979, and ai‘so had a,7+11 4 
record and-a 5457 ERA, almost’ doubling his '78 totale ey { 
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‘ Chris Knapp was also inefféctive on the mofad and\finis’ed 5-5 withsam, ._ 
oe RRMA LS 8 Ae. Sie RP BOE RE aaer OEE IPRS tins Dat: cage or ~- 
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- Youngsters Heiph Botting, Mark Clear, ®teve Eddy, Bob lerris, John Monte 
‘ e and Dave Schuler jo-nedithe Angels at one q e-or enother in 19970. Oe 
But only €1 and Montasjue pitchéd consistently. Cleary, the nephew of 72 
Angelel--co Bob Clear, was 11-5, with py apna at a 3.63 GRA. Clear” 
was seasonl Sporting News' 1979 A. L. Rookie Pitcher of the Yexrr after ' 
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Montague,’ acquired: frou the Seattle Mariners in Lave August, was 240 an | 
. J : th. 1 gees > $3) , R, oe we : | Vv . od ‘To: oh ce fr 
‘yan ang Dave Frost shared: th ein ‘lead in wins With 16 apieee, and they 
were two of Fregosi's only three starters who manated to keep their ERA's 
below 4.00 (Ryan's ERA was 3.60, Frost's 3.57). ‘he: third starter, Frank 

Tanané, Wyo missed three months with ap arm in; 
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sins “lee 


ary, was 7-5 with an ERA 
The Angels ‘the Royals six times in September bo determine. the pénnant 


winner, and i} their first four meetings, each t@Sf/ won two games” api 
‘in Kansas “ttm But two weeks laver in Anaheimy je Angels we Cie’ gee 
two games of the Beries, and the second wim gaye vem that long-awaited 
division tif £. bh eluded: them 18 times before. 4 ; ‘ . 
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In the chg@@Plonship Series against the Orioles, Baltimore todk th Pirsy 
; ) - 4 Cire : 
two aney y, Seoreaion -3 and 9-8 They ound hate won the third Be 3 
put the g won, he: dveuturous contest: 4-3, Vieni’ Larry Earlow, a1 
ex=Orio*s °rove Downing Nome tor the winning run, ; a 
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the Q*OlcSs however, won $he A. Ii, pennant the ‘nest day when Spool. Mew 

Gree cg cn ae ee ee to end eee fantastic: 1979 séeaw $f 5. 
/ O° Pregosiy "tii. 4 he Gear ee 
‘tor the nexé season te betting Me rue eles. cal hardly i 
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